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Development and localization of textile industries in Saudi Arabia

Abstract:
Introduction:

The sector of textile industries in Saudi Arabia is inefficient as imports of textile
products burden board money, about 2 billion riyals annually, while the local
investment is very weak. Therefore, the Saudi chambers, especially Jeddah chamber,
orient capability through number of programs in order to localize this profession due
to its importance for individuals and the community as it comes in the second rank
after food industries.

Archeologists concerns about history of ancestors in all aspects of life, including
garments, which is considered as a heritage that has accompanied man since
existence.

The textile design is naturally a constructive process. It mainly aims at designing
practical product affected by changes and developments known in the world directly.
Textile industries in Saudi Arabia started as manual industry, and then turned to be
mechanical one. The first factory of textile is the one for Kiswah (the cloth that covers
the Kaaba in Mecca) as ordered by King Abdul Aziz in 1927. In 1934, the Kaaba was
covered with the first Saudi Kiswah.

Therefore, many entities in textile sector put this goal in top of concerns in favor of
public economy. We are about carrying out projects in this sector in purpose of
revival of textile industries, which would enrich the whole economy, reflecting on
individuals and community. The problem of the research is summarized as promoting
textile industries to develop and meet the needs of the local community “South and
West of Saudi Arabia”. It was executed by orienting several industrial entities, led by
the commercial chambers and the academic entities, through linking between the
academic studies and labor market by concerning of industrial entities, investors and
businesspersons. The researcher follows the descriptive analytical method and the
experimental method based on inspiration from heritage. An experimental study was
performed on students of level ten in the faculty of Architecture and Design-Jazan



University -Saudi Arabia, Department of Applied Arts, major of (Textiles), course
(Graduation Project). The sample consists of (five students) in the second semester in
year 1436-1437. The research concludes to several results. The most important results
is the link between the academic study and the labor market (cooperation protocols),
focus on importance of textile industries. Focus can be through orientation, providing
job opportunities in this sector and seeking for increasing the textile industrial entities,
developing and training students and attracting the distinguished to work, and finally
meeting needs of local community and assertion of identity.
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